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ABOUT THE HOMELESSNESS POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

The Homelessness Policy Research Institute (HPRI) is a collaborative of over one hundred 
researchers, policymakers, service providers, and experts with lived experience of homelessness 
that accelerate equitable and culturally informed solutions to homelessness in Los Angeles 
County by advancing knowledge and fostering transformational partnerships between research, 
policy and practice. 

OUR VALUES

 �Infuse equity and cultural humility into all aspects of HPRI research, conversations  
and convenings. 

 �Uplift collaboration both between researchers from different backgrounds and institutions  
and from the research community to the policy and practice communities.
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THE NEED FOR A RESEARCH AGENDA ON 
HOMELESSNESS IN LOS ANGELES

Los Angeles is a critical site for inquiry into the growing phenomenon of homelessness in the 
21st century. The Los Angeles region has made significant progress over the past decade and yet 
continues to experience a homelessness crisis. Since 2016, when the City and the County of Los 
Angeles authored complementary strategies to address homelessness across the region, Los 
Angeles has received unprecedented amounts of new public funding from local, state, and federal 
sources to implement existing and innovative homelessness interventions. These efforts have led 
to a greater standardization of practices — for example, regional coordinated entry systems and 
the implementation of multidisciplinary street outreach teams. Increased resources for housing 
placements include housing choice vouchers, support for move-in costs, and rapid rehousing.

However, on any given day, while 207 people experiencing homelessness are housed, another 
227 people fall into homelessness as a result of several drivers, including high housing costs and 
a limited housing supply.1 More than 721,000 Los Angeles households pay more than 50 percent 
of their income for rent, an indicator of severe rent burden that cannot be sustained.2 Renters in 
Los Angeles County must earn at least $41.96 per hour to afford the average monthly rental ask 
of $2,182, resulting in 509,404 low income renter households not having access to an affordable 
housing unit.3 These dynamics contribute to the region emerging as having the largest unsheltered 
population in the nation, with 72.3 percent of people experiencing homelessness in  
Los Angeles, 48,041 people, staying in places not meant for human habitation on a given night.4

1 �2020 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count Results, Published June 12, 2020 and Updated September 30, 2020. Retrieved on 
10/1/2021: https://www.lahsa.org/news?article=726-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-results

2 Housing Explained, Everyone In Retrieved on 10/1/2021: https://everyoneinla.org/resources/housing-explained/
3 Los Angeles County 2020 Affordable Housing Needs Report, California Housing Partnership Corporation, May 2020.
4 �The 2020 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Congress, Part 1 Point-In-Time Estimates of Homelessness, Henry, 
M; de Sousa T; et. al January 2021, https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2020-AHAR-Part-1.pdf



5 �Los Angeles Homeless Authority Report and Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Black People Experiencing 
Homelessness, December 2018

6 �2020 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count-Los Angeles Continuum of Care: https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=4585-2020- 
greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-los-angeles-continuum-of-care-coc-

7 �LLos Angeles Homeless Authority Report and Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Black People Experiencing 
Homelessness, December 2018

8 � https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=4558-2020-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-presentation
9 Chinchilla, M. 2019. “Stemming the Rise of Latino Homelessness: Lessons from Los Angeles County.”
11 EEcoWomanism: African American Women and Earth-Honoring Faiths, Melanie Harris, Orbis Books, 2017.

Systemic racism within the homelessness system and adjacent systems — such as criminal justice, 
housing, and child welfare — has also been documented as a primary driver for Black people falling into 
homelessness.5 In Los Angeles, Black people are four times more likely to experience homelessness than 
their white counterparts. This trend is reflected in the annual homeless counts. In 2020, Black people 
comprised 34 percent of the total homeless population, while making up only 9 percent of the total Los 
Angeles County population. The number of Black people experiencing homelessness had increased by 15 
percent in just one year.6 Black people are also returning to homelessness at faster rates than their peers 
in all other racial/ethnic groups.7 American Indian/Alaska Natives are five times more likely to experience 
homelessness in Los Angeles County.8 Latinos appear to be underrepresented in the population of Angelenos 
experiencing homelessness, however, compared to other groups, Latinos are least likely to be engaged with 
homeless services.9 Inconsistency and disagreement on best data collection practices are barriers to truly 
assessing the prevalence of homelessness and unmet needs of these communities.

In the crosshairs of racism and a housing crisis, Black Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) experiencing 
homelessness face the greatest challenges connecting to services, navigating the system, and exiting 
homelessness. National guidelines for ending homelessness state that homelessness should be rare, brief, 
and non-recurring, but that often is not the case for BIPOC. HPRI members are committed to reversing 
these trends through the application of research as a tool to advance racial equity in the local system 
for addressing homelessness. This approach calls for innovative research strategies that stretch beyond 
assessments of existing interventions and measurement of outcomes against program intentions towards 
creating culturally relevant understanding of programmatic and systemic impacts on the people being 
served. The HPRI research agenda includes approaches that create space in the research process for 
reflecting the voices of people with lived experience and participation by non-traditional researchers. These 
approaches include more intensive qualitative data collection that permit the authentic perspectives of 
people with lived experience to emerge. These approaches should operate on par with data collection that 
supports quantitative measurement. Research findings should be applied in a restorative manner that 
acknowledges historical harms and seeds innovation for greater culturally responsive solutions.11
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The Homelessness Policy Research Institute (HPRI) is a collaborative representing a diverse cadre of 
researchers and policymakers from local academic institutions, nonprofit social services, intermediaries, 
experts with lived experience of homelessness, and private research firms. Its mission is to accelerate 
equitable and culturally informed solutions to homelessness in Los Angeles County by advancing 
knowledge and fostering transformational partnerships between research, policy and practice. This 
HPRI Research Agenda on Homelessness was created to fill critical gaps in the existing knowledge base 
and advance research priorities that can shape local policy and funding priorities. The purpose of this 
Agenda is to strive towards enduring solutions and long-lasting change rather than temporary infusions 
of funding. The creation of the Research Agenda was informed by several meetings with HPRI members 
and interviews with community stakeholders, including people with lived expertise who received services 
from the current Los Angeles homelessness system. This document is not intended to be a definitive and 
exclusive Research Agenda for homelessness in the City of Los Angeles. There will certainly be projects 
that are not captured in this document, but are no less important or deserving of funding.
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This HPRI Research Agenda on Homelessness was created to fill 
critical gaps in the existing knowledge base and advance research 

priorities that can shape local policy and funding priorities



12 �A recent report based on a survey of Continuums of Care describes CoCs as having “hit a plateau” on what to do next for 
advancing racial equity. National Innovation Service, Moving Beyond the Equity Plateau: Opportunities to Advance Equity in 
the Response System, August 2021. https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e18dB88dc57ef26767dda23/t/615f33bcd7933f1974
9d9967/1633629116794/Moving+Beyond+the+Equity+Plateau_Final.pdf

CREATING A FRAMEWORK FOR RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS ON 
RACIAL EQUITY IN LOS ANGELES

Racial equity has been infused into the four topic areas of this research agenda: families and youth, 
the aging homeless population, unsheltered people experiencing homelessness, and inflow into 
homelessness. However, how to embed equity into research efforts is an emerging topic and still in its 
infancy.12 Therefore, HPRI proposes a separate research strategy to create a framework for research 
and analysis that focuses on moving toward a more anti-racist system for ending and preventing 
homelessness in the Los Angeles region.

The objectives of this separate research effort are defining the outcomes that research should measure 
and describing the methods that should be used for conducting research.

Objective 1. Co-define the outcomes that would be needed for an anti-racist system — that is 
a system with organizational structures, policies, practices, and attitudes that overcome the barriers to 
serving BIPOC equitably in the effort to end homelessness in Los Angeles.

Some examples of possible outcomes are:

 �Not just equal outcomes for BIPOC as for people who are white and not Latinx, but outcomes strong 
enough to:

 �Overcome the disproportionate representation of the racial/ethnic group among people 
experiencing homelessness. 

 �Reduce the vulnerabilities that lead to disproportionate rates of homelessness among the racial/
ethnic group.

 �Outcomes that align with the cultural views of racial/ethnic groups of what would be a positive outcome.

 �Outcomes that relate to severe housing instability beyond HUD’s definition of literal homelessness as 
spending the night in a shelter or on the street.

 �Outcomes that relate to the experience of people with marginalized racial and ethnic identities within 
the homeless services system and its providers. What policies and practices are associated with 
positive and negative outcomes?

 �Outcomes that relate to the possible unintended consequences of programs and policies.
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Objective 2. Describe the research methods needed for a focus on racial equity.

Some examples of possible methods are:

 �Include the voice of people with lived expertise through qualitative research that sets context, 
helps define outcomes, shapes data collection instruments, and helps interpret results.

 �Create a sample that focuses on the group of interest or is large enough to permit separate 
analysis of racial/ethnic groups.

 �Create or use data with racial and ethnic categories that can be used meaningfully in the study 
context and permit a focus on intersectionality. Is the approach used by the U.S. Census that 
asks about Hispanic/Latino first and then about race adequate, or are new approaches needed? 
How can an adequate approach be adopted in administrative data systems used for research 
and analysis?

 �Create data collection instruments that have been examined for bias, including questions that 
have already been validated but without a focus on cultural bias.

 �Implement strategies to promote high response rates among marginalized groups.

 �Analyze missing data with a focus on whether data are missing because of inequities.

Research strategy

 �Convene a group of stakeholders and researchers. 

 �Task researchers with working on approaches to achieving the objectives. 

 �Reconvene the group to review the results. 

 �Pilot and test innovative approaches such as new outcome measures, new data collection 
techniques, and new ways of categorizing race and ethnicity, working with a particular LA  
service planning area or provider. 

 �Disseminate the results throughout the research community and among administrators of  
data systems.
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FAMILIES AND YOUTH

Need for Research to Inform Policy

Family homelessness in Los Angeles is not well understood because of the HUD definition of literal homelessness. 
Most families identifiable in Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) data appear to have been referred 
for prevention by CalWORKS, suggesting that most families with severely unstable housing are missed by the 
homeless services system.

The McKinney-Vento data collected by school systems that includes doubling up provides an opportunity to 
understand family homelessness by starting with a child identified by school social workers as experiencing 
housing instability.

There is existing evidence on homelessness among transition-aged youth (TAY) and interventions for addressing 
it. However, we know less about how to prevent middle and high-school-aged children from becoming homeless 
when they reach transition age, and how to prevent inter-generational patterns of homelessness, especially within 
BIPOC communities.
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FAMILIES AND YOUTH PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How does the McKinney-Vento Act’s data capture 
of doubled up families differ from what is known of 
of families experiencing literal homelessness — in 
characteristics and in housing stability and other 
outcomes? 

 �What are the risks involved with doubled up 
homelessness? 

 �What is the trajectory to becoming doubled up?

Interview school officials to understand how the application 
of the McKinney-Vento definition works in practice. 
Interview a sample of families, both parents and youth, and 
observe their physical housing situations. Track longitudinal 
data (probably just from the LA Unified School District 
because of data access challenges) to measure histories 
of doubling up, frequent address changes, and literal 
homelessness. Use school data to measure outcomes for 
children doubled up and literally homeless: school change, 
absenteeism, and graduation rates.

 ��What adverse events observable within education 
data could be early intervention points for 
preventing family homelessness? 

Use McKinney-Vento data to examine relationships 
between adverse events and other negative outcomes 
such as literal homelessness, sustained doubling up, 
frequent school changes, and failure to graduate. Use 
ethnographic research with a sample of families identified 
by school social workers to understand pathways. Focus 
on families that are BIPOC. Possibly match McKinney-
Vento data to county address records.
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FAMILIES AND YOUTH PRIORITY QUESTIONS  
AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES (continued)

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �What are the intervention points for 
providing services to middle and high-school 
students and their families to prevent youth 
homelessness? 

Use McKinney-Vento and other education data to 
identify potential intervention points.  Match to 
other data — HMIS, juvenile justice, foster care, 
employment, post-secondary education data — to 
the extent possible.  One product of the research 
strategy is to identify data gaps and develop 
proposals to fill them.

 �What interventions can be effective in preventing 
family homelessness and preventing youth who 
experience homelessness with their families 
from experiencing unaccompanied youth 
homelessness? 

 �What makes it possible for youth who 
experience homelessness with their families to 
achieve stability? 

 �How can interventions effectively serve families 
and youth who are BIPOC and youth who are 
LGBTQ?

Conduct retrospective interviews with formerly 
homeless TAY (identified by transitional housing 
programs?), followed by ethnographic work that 
follows youth over time to learn how they achieve 
stability (identified by school social workers?).  
Focus on BIPOC and LGBTQ youth.

Fund and evaluate a demonstration that provides 
services to help families stabilize their housing and 
services to support positive youth development 
for adolescents with challenges related to housing 
instability, family conflict, and trauma. Design 
services for cultural competence for serving BIPOC 
families and youth.
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THE AGING HOMELESS POPULATION

Need for Research to Inform Policy

Numbers of people experiencing homelessness for the first time after late middle age are increasing, 
and little is known about how to identify people at risk and design prevention strategies, including 
disproportionate levels of risk for BIPOC. Traditional PSH may not have the services and supports needed to 
address the physical and cognitive impairments of high-needs elderly people experiencing homelessness. 
Supportive housing models for older people need to be developed. Conversely, some elderly people at 
risk of homelessness may not need the intensive psycho-social services typical of PSH to maintain housing 
stability. Interventions appropriate for them also need to be developed.

THE AGING HOMELESS POPULATION PRIORITY QUESTIONS  
AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How do service needs and acuity vary 
among people experiencing homelessness 
for the first time and people who have 
experienced repeated or long-term patterns of 
homelessness, before reaching late middle age?

 �What are the needs of long-term residents of 
PSH who have aged in place?

Use HMIS data matched to data from healthcare, 
income support, and other systems to develop 
typologies of older people experiencing 
homelessness. Focus on identifying risk among older 
people who are BIPOC. Conduct longitudinal studies 
of older people at apparent risk of homelessness 
to identify support systems that can prevent 
homelessness.

 ��Which systems serving elderly people can be 
used to identify people over 55 at high risk of 
experiencing homelessness so they can be 
engaged in prevention services?

Environmental scan and possibly data mining to 
identify programs such as Meals on Wheels and 
other programs funded through Older Americans 
Act that could be used to screen for risk of 
homelessness. Explore whether churches and other 
institutions serving communities of color could serve 
as focal points for screening. Other possibilities 
include GA/GR population above a certain age or 
people filing unemployment insurance claims for the 
first time when over 50 or 55. 
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THE AGING HOMELESS POPULATION PRIORITY QUESTIONS  
AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES (continued)

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �What interventions are effective for preventing 
older people from falling into homelessness?

Develop screening tools that are appropriate for 
older people that specifically account for how age 
affects their level of vulnerability. Once systems have 
been identified and screening tools developed, test 
interventions to help elderly people maintain housing 
stability — for example, helping them qualify for SSI/
SSDI and for community-based programs funded by 
Medi-Cal or Medicare. 

Evaluate “light touch” interventions either by 
randomizing people to programs with excess demand 
or by comparing outcomes for people  
just above and below the eligibility line.

 ��What interventions are effective for serving 
high needs elderly people who are experiencing 
homelessness?

Evaluate the effectiveness of community-based 
programs for elderly people who meet nursing 
home eligibility criteria (e.g., PACE) for maintaining 
housing stability and preventing homelessness. 
Include a focus on effectiveness for BIPOC.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the AB210 cross-sector 
collaboration that encourages case conferencing 
and permits sharing of confidential information for 
resolving the homelessness of high-needs elderly 
people. Include a focus on effectiveness for BIPOC.



HIGHER AND LOWER ACUITY UNSHELTERED PEOPLE  
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS

Need for Research to Inform Policy

Not all people experiencing unsheltered homelessness need permanent supportive housing (PSH), but 
little is known about the relative sizes of higher and lower acuity unsheltered populations. Los Angeles 
has an urgent need to better understand unsheltered homelessness to support cost-effective solutions 
to house people on the street or in encampments and reduce the cost burden on communities and on 
the capacity of the homeless services and other public systems.

Strong evidence from New York City and Canada shows that PSH that follows a Housing First philosophy 
is effective for preventing people with serious mental illness (and co-occurring substance use disorders) 
from returning to homelessness. However, not all PSH follows a Housing First philosophy, and models of 
PSH vary widely in Los Angeles. More needs to be known about the effectiveness of different PSH models 
that are being implemented, including which models are less successful.

Even without a precise estimate of the size of the need for PSH in Los Angeles, evidence from the 
coordinated entry system is that the current supply is inadequate. Research is also needed to overcome 
barriers to siting PSH in Los Angeles neighborhoods.
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HIGHER AND LOWER ACUITY UNSHELTERED PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How do the levels of need and preferences for  
type of interventions vary across the population  
of unsheltered people?

Use administrative data on street outreach in HMIS and in 
the PIT demographic survey to begin to categorize levels 
of need across the population of people experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness. Fill gaps in what can 
be known from administrative data with interviews 
with outreach workers and in-depth interviews with 
encampment residents. Continue telephone-based 
longitudinal surveys of unsheltered homeless people. 
Focus on how preferences vary across communities, 
including Latinx and immigrant communities.
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HIGHER AND LOWER ACUITY UNSHELTERED PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES  (continued) 

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How can resources for preventing and ending 
homelessness be distributed more equitably across LA 
populations?

 �What have communities across the US done to 
overcome inequitable distribution of resources?

Explore the strengths and weaknesses of alternatives 
to targeting based on racial/ethnic identity: geographic 
targeting, targeting to communitybased organizations, 
targeted outreach, changes to program design. Conduct 
an environmental scan through key informant interviews 
to identify promising practices in different communities 
(for example, changes to VISPDAT in Austin) followed by 
interviews with staff implementing those changes.

This might be a rapid turn-around study to inform 
allocation and use of American Rescue Plan and CARES 
Act resources.

 �What housing and services interventions are effective in 
returning lower acuity unsheltered people experiencing 
homelessness to housing stability?

Evaluate the effectiveness of market-rate shared housing, 
sanctioned encampments, navigation centers, rapid 
re-housing, and long-term housing subsidies such as 
Emergency Housing Vouchers. Focus on effectiveness for 
unsheltered people who are BIPOC.

 �What models of PSH are common in Los Angeles?

 �How do they differ in the type of housing; low vs. high 
barriers to entry; type of services offered; honoring 
consumer choice in accepting services; and moving 
on strategies for those who no longer need or want 
intensive services?

Using LAHSA’s database as a sampling frame, select a 
sample of PSH with different providers and sources of 
funding. Conduct interviews with coordinated entry staff, 
program staff (including front-line staff), and funders 
and visit PSH properties and units to observe housing 
configurations and service provision.
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HIGHER AND LOWER ACUITY UNSHELTERED PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES  (continued) 

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How do needs vary among people prioritized for PSH by 
coordinated entry or provider organizations? 

 �Which clients are referred to which models of PSH? How 
does this differ by race and ethnicity?

 �What role does consumer choice play? 

 �What are the implications for racial equity of the  
system for matching clients prioritized for PSH to 
program models?

Use coordinated entry data to analyze types and levels of 
need and demographic characteristics of people prioritized 
for PSH. Use categorizations of PSH models and HMIS data 
to track which groups of people became residents of which 
types of PSH. Conduct qualitative interviews with a sample 
of people prioritized for PSH, including those who became 
residents of different types of PSH and those who were not 
successful at obtaining PSH.

 �How effective are different models of PSH in supporting 
the housing stability of high-needs PSH residents? 

 �How effective are different models of PSH in enhancing 
the quality of life of residents? 

 �What models of program delivery can overcome 
practices that limit the effectiveness of programs 
serving BIPOC experiencing homelessness.

Conduct an impact evaluation of different models of PSH. 
Use the coordinated entry system to randomly assign 
people prioritized for PSH to different program models. 
The sample size should be large enough for separate 
analysis of effectiveness for PSH residents who are BIPOC.

Alternative: Study the impacts of one or more PSH 
models by considering people who just missed the 
VISPDAT threshold for PSH as a comparison group.

Create and test formal models for culturally-specific 
approaches to providing case management and services 
for BIPOC in PSH, including training and monitoring 
of case managers based on principles of cultural 
competence and client-led implementation.

Evaluate how the implementation of Emergency Housing 
Vouchers in LA takes race equity into account. Measure 
outcomes for BIPOC. Possibly compare to outcomes for 
other populations and to outcomes for other vouchers. 
Use administrative data from the LA area housing 
authorities. Include qualitative interviews with BIPOC 
referred (and not referred) from coordinated entry.
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HIGHER AND LOWER ACUITY UNSHELTERED PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES  (continued) 

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �What is the effect of PSH on the neighborhoods in which 
it is located? 

 �Does PSH increase crime? Lower property values?

Econometric study of the effect of PSH, using databases 
on rents, property values, and crime data to compare 
neighborhoods (block groups?) with and without PSH 
(PSH projects or multiple scattered-site PSH units). Use 
census data to match block groups with and without 
PSH. Consider interviews with neighbors to learn their 
assessment of PSH and the practices that increase their 
acceptance of high needs formerly homeless people  
as neighbors.

Not all people experiencing unsheltered homelessness need 
permanent supportive housing, but little is known about the  

relative sizes of higher and lower acuity unsheltered populations. 
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STEMMING INFLOW INTO HOMELESSNESS

Need for Research to Inform Policy

Research that compares rates of homelessness across U.S. cities and metropolitan areas shows that low levels 
of housing affordability and inadequate levels of rental assistance go far towards explaining why Los Angeles 
has high rates of homelessness. Additional research to build political will for rental assistance is needed. 
However, addressing the affordable housing crisis in Los Angeles will take many years, even with additional 
federal and state resources for affordable housing and efforts to reduce regulatory barriers to developing 
and subdividing the housing stock. Meanwhile, better understanding of the sources of immediate inflow into 
homelessness, especially among BIPOC, could help guide prevention strategies.

STEMMING INFLOW INTO HOMELESSNESS  
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES

See the questions on inflow and prevention under the following topics in this Research Agenda: families and 
youth and the aging homeless population. Additional questions are noted below.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How extensive is the disproportionate 
representation of BIPOC among people who 
become homeless 1) after leaving incarceration, 
2) after leaving foster care, 3) using General 
Assistance/General Relief?

Match data from those systems to HMIS data to 
measure entry into sheltered homelessness (and 
unsheltered homelessness if outreach data can  
be used).

 �To what extent are job loss and eviction from 
housing triggering events for homelessness? 

 �Why are Black women evicted at disproportionate 
rates, and how often does that lead to 
homelessness? 

 �Could the unemployment insurance system and 
eviction courts be used to screen for targeting 
homeless prevention?

Link HMIS data, including outreach data, to UI 
claims data and eviction court data to determine 
the extent to which new UI claimants and renters 
in eviction court become homeless after various 
periods of time. Assess the demographic and other 
characteristics of those most likely to become 
homeless, including a focus on BIPOC, and develop 
screening tools.
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STEMMING INFLOW INTO HOMELESSNESS  
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES (continued)

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How effective are interventions to prevent 
homelessness among BIPOC leaving 
incarceration, leaving foster care and receiving 
General Assistance/General Relief?

Measure the outcomes of ODR programs for 
preventing homelessness of people reentering from 
jail, focusing on racial/ethnic differences. Document 
the program model through interviews with program 
staff and participants. Assess whether the program 
is sufficiently mature to warrant an impact evaluation 
and whether such an evaluation that uses random 
assignment is feasible.

Measure the outcomes of interventions targeted to 
youth leaving foster care, focusing on racial/ethnic 
differences. Document the program model through 
interviews with program staff and participants. Assess 
whether an impact evaluation is feasible. [Note: need 
to know more about such interventions in LA].

Look for interventions targeted to the GA/GR 
population and assess whether they can be evaluated.

 �How effective are the prevention programs 
funded by A1 and A5 in stemming the increase of 
homelessness?

Conduct an impact study that randomly assigns 
people screened into A1/A5 programs to receiving 
the prevention services or placed in a control group. 
(New outreach efforts for those programs are 
expected to create excess demand, making random 
assignment feasible). Interview caseworkers and 
clients to document the intervention. Create a large 
enough sample for separate analysis of effectiveness 
for BIPOC. Use HMIS data to compare entry into the 
homeless services system. May require client surveys 
to adequately measure unsheltered homelessness.
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STEMMING INFLOW INTO HOMELESSNESS  
PRIORITY QUESTIONS AND RESEARCH STRATEGIES (continued)

RESEARCH QUESTION RESEARCH STRATEGY

 �How effective are “problem solving” interventions 
for people who do not quality for A1/A5 
prevention?

Impact study that randomly assigns people 
screened out of A1/A5 programs to “problem solving” 
interventions (lighter-touch assistance). Interview 
caseworkers and clients to document the intervention. 
Create a large enough sample for separate analysis of 
effectiveness for BIPOC. Use HMIS data to compare 
entry into the homeless services system. May require 
client surveys to adequately measure unsheltered 
homelessness.

 �Do housing market factors continue to explain  
the variation in levels of homelessness across  
U.S. cities and metropolitan areas?

Econometric modeling of the relationship between 
housing market factors (rent levels, vacancy rates, 
numbers of units of housing assistance compared 
to poverty population) and rates of homelessness. 
(Use PIT data from January 2020 because of COVID 
disruptions of 2021 PIT count.)



17
HPRI Research Agenda: 

MOVING TOWARD AN ANTI-RACIST SYSTEM FOR ENDING AND PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS IN LOS ANGELES

CONTACT HPRI: 

Saba Mwine, Managing Director, at smwine@usc.edu 
Gary Painter, Director, at gpainter@usc.edu

socialinnovation.usc.edu/hpri

@HPRI_LA

 facebook.com/HomelessnessPolicyResearchInstitute

http://socialinnovation.usc.edu/hpri
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