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(Gabriel, 2023, p.90)

“To say that the indigenous housing crisis is a modern problem is incorrect; 
Indigenous Peoples have had a housing crisis for 530 years..”

“Displacement and forced relocation, the construction of reserve systems, 
and genocide are but a brief list of strategies that have displaced 
Indigenous Peoples from traditional territories, stolen land… “







“…in the pre-contact era …no Cree person was ever 
homeless. All members of the community had a 
home…traditional society was egalitarian …everything 
was shared…because of what has happened with 
colonization, we, as a race of people, have become 
homeless. This is mainly because our traditional 
homelands have all been taken away from us. We don’t 
even have legal access to any of our traditional 
homelands. So, a race of people, on a macro level, has 
been left homeless.”(Faries, 2012, p. 44)



Indigenous homelessness is a human condition that describes First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit individuals, families or communities lacking stable, permanent, appropriate housing, 
or the immediate prospect, means or ability to acquire such housing...

Unlike the common colonialist definition of homelessness, Indigenous homelessness is 
not defined as lacking a structure of habitation; rather, it is more fully described and 
understood through a composite lens of Indigenous worldviews... 

(Aboriginal Standing Committee on Housing and Homelessness, 2012).

Defining Indigenous Homelessness









• Relational and extending beyond 
physical spaces

• Relationships

• Sense of belonging & rootedness

• Spiritual, physical, emotional and 
mental connections
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Giwetashkad is an 
Anishnaabemowin (Ojibwe 
language) word and concept 
that can roughly be translated 
to “circle.”

Aboriginal Coalition to End 
Homelessness
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