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With the increasing prevalence of homelessness among older
adults, particularly individuals born in the second half of
the Baby Boom generation (Culhane et al., 2013, 2019),
research is needed to help guide policy solutions and identify
evidence-based clinical interventions. Though we know that
people who experience prolonged periods of homelessness
age rapidly with early onset of geriatric conditions (Brown
et al., 2013) and experience premature mortality measured in
decades rather than months or years (Roncarati et al., 2018),
we also know that there are effective ways to end home-
lessness for this population such as permanent supportive
housing (PSH) using a Housing First approach, which refers
to providing immediate access to affordable housing along
with wrap-around support services (Canham, Humpbhries, et
al., 2022; Padgett et al., 2015). However, there is much that
remains unknown about how homelessness accelerates aging,
whether “tertiary prevention” strategies improve poor health
outcomes (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine, 2018), and how to best support individuals to age
in the community once they have successfully transitioned
from homelessness to a suitable housing option (Canham,
Weldrick, et al., 2022; Henwood et al., 2023). Although we
know that many people are growing older while experiencing
homelessness, it is estimated that approximately half of the
older adult homeless population first became homeless after
the age of 50 (Brown et al., 2016), which highlights the need
for primary prevention and a better understanding of the
pathways into homelessness among older adults.

This special issue of The Gerontologist includes papers
related to homelessness and aging across a broad range of
topics, given that late-life homelessness includes a num-
ber of unsafe and unstable situations for persons aged 50
years and older (Brown et al., 2016), including individu-
als and families who lack or will imminently lose a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence as well as older
people fleeing or who are attempting to flee violence (U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2011). As
Editors, we note that the language used in this issue primarily
adopts a person-centered approach, with authors generally
referring to “people experiencing homelessness” rather than
“homeless person.” However, this terminology is contested,
and some authors advocate for using “houseless” instead of
“homeless.”

Multiple articles describe issues concerning health dispar-
ities experienced by older people experiencing homelessness,
including cognitive impairment and cardiovascular disease,
which provide an important rationale for studies of the chal-
lenges and successes with specialized healthcare services for
older people experiencing homelessness across multiple set-
tings. In recognition that healthcare can facilitate the iden-
tification of unmet needs, Ferguson and colleagues (2025)
use a validated natural language processing model and data
from a large medical system to report that of the 0.6% of
older patients screened positive for housing insecurity, only
7% were referred to social services. King et al. (2025) com-
pared people experiencing homelessness to individuals who
are housed and found that the former experienced cardiovas-
cular disease deaths at a significantly younger age. Although
noting the success of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-
VASH) program in reducing veteran homelessness, Beydoun
et al. (2025) highlight unmet needs of older veterans in the
program compared to veterans who are housed such that
the former have higher rates of physical and mental health
morbidities and inpatient and emergency service use, but
lower use of outpatient services. Su and colleagues (2025)
also examined the HUD-VASH program and identified inter-
vention considerations, including staffing, focus, modality,
timing, and duration to better support aging in place among
veterans. Using data from the Health and Retirement Study,
Hanes and Clouston (2025) found that lifetime experiences
of homelessness and incarceration are associated with an
increased risk of poor cognitive functioning in later life. Using
ethnographic interview and observation methods with older
people experiencing memory problems and homelessness as
well as hostel staff and health practitioners, Rapaport and
colleagues (2025) describe residents having limited social
interactions and staff feeling unqualified to provide adequate
care.

Other articles in this special issue describe using novel
methods to better understand the role of social integration,
connection, and support for older people experiencing home-
lessness. Recognizing the value in having a sense of place
attachment, Versey (2025) used photo methods to elicit
descriptions of areas that hold meaning for unhoused older
adult participants and conditions that led to either feelings
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of invisibility and isolation or a sense of belonging and social
capital. Nixon et al. (2025) report on how older clients liv-
ing in PSH learned new skills and built a sense of connec-
tion through collaborative recreation programming with
staff. Similarly, Weldrick et al. (2025) identified how social
connection, support, and participation are facilitated among
older adults living in a temporary housing program through
access to technology and digital literacy programs, regular
communication with program staff, and accessible spaces.
Relatedly, Gaber and colleagues (2025) explored the value
and role of technology in supporting older unhoused women
and found that while eHealth may exacerbate fear and mis-
trust of healthcare, technology can also provide less stigma-
tizing and more flexible support and contribute to one’s sense
of home, ability to navigate social supports, and ability to
remain socially connected.

Several articles in this special issue discuss structural fac-
tors that challenge the housing security of older adults. Traver
and colleagues (2025) describe how older adults experiencing
homelessness face frequent relocations and unstable housing
due to low incomes, rising rental prices, loss of relationships,
and overburdened housing services. Complementing these
findings, Sheppard et al. (2025) found that eviction threats
to older tenants in social housing include physical and men-
tal health challenges, confusing paperwork, and financial
difficulties, and recommend improving eviction prevention
by addressing root causes, adopting senior-friendly com-
munication practices, and enhancing community supports.
Combining gerontological and spatial theories, Van Vleet
and de Medeiros (2025) present a novel gentrification accel-
eration press (GAP) schema for researchers to use to under-
stand the impacts of gentrification on older adults’ ability
to age in place and examine how historical disinvestment in
communities and cumulative disadvantage contribute to the
gentrification-induced displacement of vulnerable older adult
populations. Related, Van Berkum and colleagues (2025)
offer a guide for intervention research to provide the evidence
needed for policy change and subsequent wrap-around ser-
vice implementation for older adults who are both socially
vulnerable and experiencing complex health needs. Finally,
Schachner and colleagues (2025) examine two current inter-
vention programs (PSH and rapid rehousing [RRH]) among
older adults of color (aged 55+) and report that both PSH
and RRH considerably reduce the risk of returning to home-
lessness across age-race subgroups and may be particularly
effective for Black adults aged 55-64.

In exploring trauma among older adults who have expe-
rienced homelessness, Goldszmidt et al. (2025) identified
themes in the existing research that include feeling let down
by society and systems, feeling that the world is not a safe
place, differentiating between survivor and victim, and liv-
ing in the long shadow of trauma. Cormier and colleagues
(2025) describe narratives from formerly homeless older
adults who had relocated into long-term transitional housing
and the various forms of grief experienced (grief related to
past losses, current practices and resources, and anticipated
losses), which requires adopting humanistic practices to best
support older adults experiencing homelessness. Capp and
VandenBosch (2025) examine fiction and nonfiction films
related to older adult homelessness that depict older adults
who have experienced homelessness and how solutions to
homelessness are being tested and developed. Dolenc Nott
and colleagues (2025) also explored public perception by
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presenting scenarios depicting unhoused individuals who
were discernibly either older or younger and found that there
was more dehumanization toward those who were older,
which was more likely among male and older participants.

Together, the articles in this special issue offer new empiri-
cal findings and insights on a range of issues related to older
adult homelessness. We value the unique contributions of
each paper and thank the authors for their efforts in shedding
light on this important topic.

Funding

None.

Conflict of Interest

None.

References

Beydoun, H. A., Szymkowiak, D., Kinney, R., Jones, A. L., & Tsai, J.
(2025). Characteristics and healthcare utilization among aging
veterans in supported housing: A comparison with independently
housed age-matched veterans. Gerontologist, 65(6), gnaf001.
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf001

Brown, R.T., Goodman, L., Guzman, D., Tieu, L., Ponath, C., & Kushel,
M. B. (2016). Pathways to homelessness among older homeless
adults: Results from the HOPE HOME study. PLoS One, 11(5),
e01550635. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0155065

Brown, R. T., Kiely, D. K., Bharel, M., & Mitchell, S. L. (2013). Factors
associated with geriatric syndromes in older homeless adults. Jour-
nal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 24(2), 456-468.
https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2013.0077.

Canham, S. L., Humphries, J., Moore, P., Burns, V., & Mahmood, A.
(2022). Shelter/housing options, supports and interventions for
older people experiencing homelessness. Ageing & Society, 42(11),
2615-2641. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0144686X21000234

Canham, S. L., Weldrick, R., Sussman, T., Walsh, C. A., & Mahmood,
A. (2022). Aging in the right place: A conceptual framework of
indicators for older persons experiencing homelessness. Gerontol-
ogist, 62(9), 1251-1257. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnac023

Capp, R., & VandenBosch, J. (2025). Screening aging and homeless-
ness. Gerontologist, 65(6), gnaf066. https://doi.org/10.1093/
geront/gnaf066

Cormier, E., Sussman, T., Bourgeois-Guérin, V., Serrano, D., Gauthier,
M., Mahmood, A., Walsh, C. A., & Canham, S. L. (2025). “I hav-
en’t grieved yet...”: The experiences of older homeless persons liv-
ing in long-term transitional housing. Gerontologist, 65, gnaf064.
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf064

Culhane, D., Metraux, S., Byrne, T., Stino, M., & Bainbridge, J. (2013).
The age structure of contemporary homelessness: Evidence and
implications for public policy. Analyses of Social Issues and Public
Policy, 13(1), 228-244. https://doi.org/10.1111/asap.12004

Culhane, D., Treglia, D., Byrne, T., Metraux, S., Kuhn, R., Doran,
K., Johns, E., & Schretzman, M. (2019). The emerging crisis of
aged homelessness: Could housing solutions be funded by avoid-
ance of excess shelter, hospital, and nursing home costs? https://
www.aisp.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Emerging-Cri-
sis-of-Aged-Homelessness-1.pdf

Dolenc Nott, B., Dowhower, D. P., Cannon, M. L., & Setter, K. A.
(2025). How are dehumanizing perceptions of homelessness
associated with age? Gerontologist, 65(4), gnaf026. https://doi.
org/10.1093/geront/gnaf026

Ferguson, E. L., Mehta, S., Miramontes, S., Choi, M., Kim, Y. J., Hill-
Jarrett, T. G., Cevallos, N., Yang, Y., Zimmerman, S. C., Chen, R.,
Kim, M. H., Sims, K. D., & Schwartz, G. L. (2025). Identifying and
addressing housing insecurity in older patients: Trends, referrals,

Gz0z Jequisldas o} uo Jasn Aseiqr] me DSN A9 020621 8/8€ Lieub///G9/eonuesiBojoluoiab/woo dno-oiwapeoe//:sdiy Wwolj papeojumo(]


https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf001
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0155065
https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2013.0077
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0144686X21000234
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnac023
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf066
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf066
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf064
https://doi.org/10.1111/asap.12004
https://www.aisp.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Emerging-Crisis-of-Aged-Homelessness-1.pdf
https://www.aisp.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Emerging-Crisis-of-Aged-Homelessness-1.pdf
https://www.aisp.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Emerging-Crisis-of-Aged-Homelessness-1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf026
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf026

The Gerontologist, 2025, Vol. 65, No. 7

and inequities in a California medical system. Gerontologist, 65(5),
gnaf027. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf027

Gaber, S. N., Mattsson, E., Klarare, A., Dawes, J., Rapaport, P., & Wom-
en’s Advisory Board for Inclusion Health. (2025). An intersectional
perspective on digital health: Longitudinal narratives and observations
with older and middle-aged women experiencing homelessness. Ger-
ontologist, 65(4), gnaf021. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf021

Goldszmidt, R., Chen, S. -P., Gewurtz, R., Hand, C., Ward, B., & Mar-
shall, C. A. (2025). Experiences of trauma for older adults with
lived and living experiences of homelessness in middle to high
income countries: A systematic review and meta-aggregation. Ger-
ontologist, 65(6), gnaf099. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf099

Hanes, D. W., & Clouston, S. A. P. (2025). The intersecting effects of
lifetime experiences of homelessness and incarceration on cognitive
aging and dementia risk factors in the United States. Gerontologist,
65(6), gnae166. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnae166

Henwood, B. F., Semborski, S., Pitts, D. B., Niemiec, S. S., Yay, O.,
Paone, D. L., & Szanton, S. L. (2023). A pilot randomized con-
trolled trial of CAPABLE in permanent supportive housing for for-
merly homeless adults. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society,
71(5), 1587-1594. https://doi.org/10.1111/jgs. 18235

King, B., Swamy, S., & Khorsandi, S. (2025). Early mortality and med-
ical complexity among medicolegal cardiovascular disease deaths:
Comparing housed and unhoused decedents. Gerontologist, 65(5),
gnaf056. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf056

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2018). Per-
manent supportive housing: Evaluating the evidence for improving
health outcomes among people experiencing chronic homelessness.
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25133/permanent-supportive-hous-
ing-evaluating-the-evidence-for-improving-health-outcomes

Nixon, L., Darr, K., Sampson, M., Punungwe, F. M., & Kelly, M.; The
Exchange Advisory Group. (2025). Increasing social connection in
permanent supportive housing: A participatory study on therapeu-
tic recreation for people with experiences of homelessness. Geron-
tologist, 65, gnaf089. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf089

Padgett, D., Henwood, B. E, & Tsemberis, S. J. (2015). Housing first:
Ending homelessness, transforming systems, and changing lives.
Oxford University Press.

Rapaport, P., Livingston, G., Manthorpe, J., Shulman, C., Kidd, G.,
Mason, A., Knapp, M., & Gaber, S. N. (2025). Supporting older
people experiencing homelessness and memory problems in hos-
tels: Learning from an ethnographic study. Gerontologist, 65(4),
gnael87. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnae187

Roncarati, J. S., Baggett, T. P., O’Connell, J. J., Hwang, S. W., Cook, E.
E, Krieger, N., & Sorensen, G. (2018). Mortality among unshel-
tered homeless adults in Boston, Massachusetts, 2000-2009. JAMA
Internal Medicine, 178(9), 1242-1248. https://doi.org/10.1001/
jamainternmed.2018.2924

Schachner, J. N., Schmidt, S., & Painter, G. D. (2025). Assessing racial
heterogeneity in “Housing First” supports’ effectiveness among
older adults experiencing homelessness: Evidence from Los Ange-
les County. Gerontologist, 65, gnaf050. https://doi.org/10.1093/
geront/gnaf050

Sheppard, C. L., Um, S., Roche, B., Gould, S., Austen, A., & Hitzig, S.
L. (2025). Promoting housing stability through eviction prevention
for older adults in social housing: A qualitative study. Gerontolo-
gist, 65(5), gnaf049. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf049

Su, K., Maitra, M. R., Peeples, A. D., Goodman, O., Tsai, ]., Lee, D.,
Lam, K., Lubens, P., Zamora, K., Shak, E., & Brown, R. T. (2025).
Developing an intervention to enhance aging in place for older
veterans living in permanent supportive housing. Gerontologist,
65(5), gnaf018. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf018

Traver, A., Velasquez, R., & Dabelko-Schoeny, H. (2025). Challenges to
aging in the right place for older adults experiencing homelessness.
Gerontologist, 65(4), gnaf002. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/
gnaf002

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (2011).
Homeless emergency assistance and rapid transition to housing
(HEARTH): Defining homeless final rule. https://www.hudex-
change.info/resource/1928/hearth-defining-homeless-final-rule/

Van Berkum, A., Oudshoorn, A., & Garnett, A. (2025). A systems
approach to homelessness prevention for older adults. Gerontolo-
gist, 65(6), gnaf087. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf087

Van Vleet, S., & de Medeiros, K. (2025). The GAP schema: A criti-
cal examination of gentrification-induced displacement in later
life. Gerontologist, 65, gnaf017. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/
gnaf107

Versey, S. H. (2025). Aging in a transient place: Reflections on place
meaning, third places, and social connection among displaced
and older adults experiencing homelessness. Gerontologist, 65,
gnaf136. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf136

Weldrick, R., Canham, S. L., Mahmood, A., Patille, R., & Gurung, S.
(2025). Mechanisms to promote social integration in a tempo-
rary housing program for older persons experiencing and at-risk
of homelessness. Gerontologist, 65(6), gnaf086. https://doi.
org/10.1093/geront/gnaf086

Gz0z Jequisldas o} uo Jasn Aseiqr] me DSN A9 020621 8/8€ Lieub///G9/eonuesiBojoluoiab/woo dno-oiwapeoe//:sdiy Wwolj papeojumo(]


https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf027
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf021
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf099
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnae166
https://doi.org/10.1111/jgs.18235
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf056
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25133/permanent-supportive-housing-evaluating-the-evidence-for-improving-health-outcomes
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25133/permanent-supportive-housing-evaluating-the-evidence-for-improving-health-outcomes
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf089
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnae187
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.2924
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.2924
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf050
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf050
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf049
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf018
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf002
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf002
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/1928/hearth-defining-homeless-final-rule/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/1928/hearth-defining-homeless-final-rule/
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf087
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf107
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf107
https://doi.org//10.1093/geront/gnaf136
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf086
https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf086

	Editorial—Special Issue: Homelessness and Aging
	References


